Prognostic significance of morphology of tumor and retroperitoneal lymph nodes in epithelial carcinoma of the ovary. II. Correlation with survival.
Correlation between prognostic indices derived from morphologic studies of retroperitoneal lymph nodes as well as primary tumor and survival in 39 patients with epithelial carcinoma of the ovary is reported. All had maximal surgery, adjuvant chemotherapy, and were followed for more than 2 years. A selective biopsy of pelvic and para-aortic lymph nodes was performed during the staging laparotomy in all instances. The chemotherapeutic regimen was a combination of Adriamycin, cis-platinum, and Cytoxan in a majority of cases. Prognostic indices, which showed positive correlation with survival, were cancer involvement, type of lymph node reaction, sinus histiocytosis, and fibroblastic proliferation in the regional lymph nodes; tumor grade, lymphocytic infiltration, stromal fibrosis, and histologic type in primary tumor; and stage of disease. Unfavorable factors for survival were nodal metastasis, lymphocytic depletion in abdominal nodes, and Grade 3 tumor. Clinical implications of our findings are discussed.